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Birthdate: 5/17/1985College: Boston College
Year: 7

Drafted 3rd Pick, 1st Round, 2008 Draft 

2013 SeasonCompleted 439 of 651 passes for 4,515 yards and 26 

touchdowns.
On Dec. 30, 2013, Ryan surpassed Steve Bartkowski as 

the all-time franchise leader in passing yards. 
CareerSecond fastest active quarterback to reach the 50-win 

milestone. 
Leads the Falcons with 23,472 career passing yards.

Only other quarterback in NFL history to attempt 600-

plus passes and complete 68-plus percent of those 

passes in a single season. Voted 2008 NFL AP Offensive Rookie of the Year after 

leading Atlanta to the playoffs.Set franchise single-season records in pass attempts, 

completions, completion percentage, yards and 

touchdowns in 2012. 
FamilyBorn in Exton, Pa. and is the son of Bernice and 

Michael Ryan.
Ryan’s wife Sarah played basketball at Boston College 

when the two met. 
Interesting FactsRyan’s first NFL pass was completed to Michael 

Jenkins for a 62-yard touchdown during a 34-21 win 

over Detroit.
The Philadelphia native was captain of the baseball, 

basketball and football teams in high school. 

Tied for the highest Wonderlic score during the draft 

evaluations.

Matt Ryan2 | QB | 6-4 | 217
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he Falcons drafted Texas A&M offensive 
tackle Jake Matthews with the No. 6 pick 
of this year’s draft and the 6-foot-5 rook-
ie is slated to make an immediate impact 
this season at right tackle. Matthews fac-

es the challenge of being a rookie starter but he 
has both the resume and football pedigree to 
adapt quickly and thrive on this stage. 

FAMILY TRADITION
 Professional football is a familiar lifestyle to 
Matthews, who was raised by his mother, Carrie, 
and his father, Bruce, a Class of 2007 NFL Hall of 
Famer. While the Manning family has the quar-
terback position covered with father, Archie, and 
sons Peyton and Eli, the Matthews’ rich football 
pedigree occupies both sides of the football and 
has now sent seven family members to the pros. 
 Bruce’s Hall of Fame career earned him 14 
Pro Bowl appearances at guard and helped Jake 
get a head start at an early age. 
 “I’ve learned a lot from my family’s football 
pedigree,” said Matthews. “From day one, I kind 
of had a second offensive line coach in my fa-
ther. Not only a great football player, but a Hall of 
Famer. Always being able to come home and talk 
to him and get his opinion was something I al-
ways took advantage of because, in my opinion, 
he’s the greatest offensive lineman ever to play 
the game. I’ll be happy to do half the things he’s 
done because he was such a great player. He’s 
someone I really look up to and I’m real proud to 
call him my dad.”
 Bruce grew up in a similar childhood situa-
tion as Jake by learning the game from his father, 
Clay Matthews Sr., who was a offensive tackle at 
Georgia Tech and with the San Francisco 49ers. 
Bruce’s brother and Jake’s uncle, Clay Matthews 
Jr. played on the defensive side of the football 

and was the No. 12 pick in the 1978 draft. Clay Jr. 
played linebacker in the NFL for 19 seasons with 
stays in Cleveland and Atlanta while earning four 
trips to the Pro Bowl and tallying career totals of 
1,561 tackles and 69.5 sacks. 
 Jake’s cousin is none other than Clay Mat-
thews III, Green Bay’s long-haired, muscle-flex-
ing outside linebacker. Matthews III has four Pro 
Bowl trips in his five NFL seasons and was named 
NFC Defensive player of the Year in 2010 during 
Green Bay’s Super Bowl season. The younger 
brother of Matthews III is Casey Matthews, who 
plays linebacker for the Philadelphia Eagles. 
 An exciting wrinkle in the 2014 season 
would be the possible Matthews matchup with 
the two cousins on opposite sides of the football. 
The Falcons play at Green Bay on Dec. 8 and Jake 
could get the chance to go up against his cousin, 
who has 50 sacks and 186 total tackles in his five 
seasons on the Packers’ defense.
 “I’m fired up,” said Jake about what it would 
be like to face his cousin this season. “I talked to 
my dad; some of his greatest memories was him 
going against his brothers. I finally get an oppor-
tunity to play against my cousin [Clay Matthews 
III]. He’s an All-Pro and a stud. It’s going to be a 
huge challenge, but I’m looking forward to it. I 
know that’s the reason why Atlanta picked me. 
They think I’m a guy that can go in and take care 
of the quarterback, take care of Matt Ryan, and 
I’m going to go in and prove that I can.”

GREAT EXPECTATIONS
 With the amount of success carried with 
the Matthews name, Jake might have the high-
est expectations of all as he enters the 2014 sea-
son. He’s the earliest pick out of the seven Mat-
thews that have made their way to the NFL. He’s 
also just the second offensive lineman drafted 

by the Falcons in the first round in the past 22 
years. Not to mention the fact that he’s had NFL 
potential and a target on his back since his prep 
days as an All-American lineman at Elkins High 
School in Missouri City, Texas. 
 In the midst of all the pressure, Matthews 
has navigated his way to the pros with maturity 
and a range of skills that have been perfected over 
the years. During his freshman season with the 
Aggies, Matthews took over the starting tackle 
role when Brian Thomas shifted inside to fill in for 
injuries. A&M allowed just 14 sacks in the final 
seven games of the season after surrendering 23 
in the first half. Matthews’ play earned him All-Big 
12 freshman honors and he was named honorable 
mention on the All-Big 12 team.
 Heading into his sophomore season, Jake 
had already established himself as a corner-
stone of the Aggies’ offensive front. The group 

NFL Legacy
By Craig Sager II

Jake Matthews is the latest in a long line of outstanding NFL players from his 
family to graduate to the pro ranks
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